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What do you say to a friend or neighbor who gives birth to a baby that is deformed? 
Or what do you say to yourself if you lose a sweetheart or a family member to an accident, 
to war or to the ravages of sickness? Or, what do you say when an accident or disease leaves 
a loved one maimed or crippled for life? 


How do you fit suffering into your philosophy of life? The atheist says evil is natural, 
a part of the outgrowth of evolution. God has nothing to do with it because there is no God. 
The polytheist says there are many gods. Some bring pain, others bring pleasure. But the 
Christian can’t accept any of these simple explanations. He believes that there is only on 
God, and this God is good. Now comes the difficult question. If God is good, then how can 
you reasonably explain the presence of evil, death and pain? 


The late C.S. Lewis, an Episcopalian author, explores the dilemma in his book - The 
Problem of Pain. This is the way it begins: 


If God were good, He would wish to make His creatures happy, and if God were almighty, 
He would be able to do what He wished. But the creatures are not happy. Therefore, God 
lacks either goodness or power, or both. This is the problem of pain in its simplest form. 


Can we believe that God is good and the author of all that is good? Can we also 
believe that He is all-powerful? 


A Matter of Perspective 


Our conclusions on the nature of God and our questions about Him often arise because of 
our limited perspective. A person usually concentrates on the evil in the world. He can see 
a lot of it. And he naturally asks, “How can God be good?” But if this person concentrates 
on all the good in the world he would surely ask, “How can God be bad?” 


There is so much good around us. 
There are dependable laws of nature with 
their unceasing cycles. There are beauties and 
wonders beyond comprehension. There are 
people who love others and give their lives to | 
help humanity. 


When you take into account all the 
good in this world, then evil stands out not 
because it’s the exception! 


At creation, God placed man in a 
perfect environment - the Garden of Eden. Sin 
and suffering were unknown. But because 
God truly loved man He created him with the 
freedom to choose. Man could not love God back and demonstrate his love by obeying or 
man could choose to “do his own thing” and not respond to God’s love. 


In the center of the Garden of Eden God had also placed a magnificent tree. It was 
called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. This tree was placed there as a test of man’s 
love for God. Man was told he could eat the fruit of every tree in the garden - except this 
on tree. If man ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil he was told he would suffer 
the consequences - evil, pain, suffering and death. 


As everyone knows, Eve eventually picked the fruit from the forbidden tree and 
shared it with Adam, thereby introducing to mankind the results of sin. And to this day 
everyone on Adam’s family tree has continued to suffer the consequences. 


Yet the question remains and demands an answer - Why does God allow evil and 
suffering to continue? 


Fortunately, we don’t have to plow new ground to examine possible answers. The 
book of Job, probably the oldest book in the world, suggests four different answers to the 
question of suffering. And all four are still being circulated today. But only one of them is 
true. 


In his younger years, Job found everything going his way. He had a large farm with 
500 oxen plowing his fields and 500 donkeys hauling his produce off to the market. He 
developed a large transportation company with a total of 3,000 camels. In his spare time 
Job was a local judge and a lay preacher. 


Then disaster struck. All his possessions were destroyed or stolen. His children were 
killed. And his body was covered with painful sores. But Job didn’t complain. He just said, 
“The Lord gave me everything | had and it was His to take away. Blessed be the name of the 
Lord” (Job 1:21, Living Bible). 


Job’s statement sounds very much like today’s, “it is God’s will.” And often that’s 
the explanation you hear for suffering and disaster. But is it God’s will that a six-year-old 


child should be killed by a speeding car? Is it 
God’s will that a mother of three should die 
from cancer? Is it God’s will that millions of 
innocent people should die during wars? 


Let me assure you that God isn’t the 
author of pain and suffering. It isn’t His will - 
and never was. 


There has to be another explanation. 
Three of Job’s friends had it on the tips of their 
fingers - God was punishing Job! He was 
suffering because he had done something bad 
- ignored the widows and poor, God’s will that 
millions of innocent people should die during 


wars? 


Let me assure you that God isn’t the author of pain and suffering. It is not His will - 
and never was. 


There has to be another explanation. Three of Job’s friends had it on the tips of their 
fingers - God was punishing Job! He was because he had done something bad - ignored the 
widows and poor, dabbled in some questionable business scheme, or had even become 
proud. 


Well, does God bring punishment? Is the crippled newborn baby being punished? 
That wasn’t Jesus’ view. When His disciples asked Him about a man blind from birth, 
whether his blindness was caused by his own sin or that of his parents, Jesus quickly said, 
“Neither.” 


The idea that human suffering is a punishment from God is not in the Bible. Yes, 
there will be a Day of Judgment. But that is in the future. Today is the time of mercy. 


Suffering As A Discipline 


A third explanation came from one of Job’s friends named Elihu. He suggested that 
Job’s trouble came as a means of discipline from God. Although Elihu was not correct, he 
certainly was getting closer to the truth. For the book of Job begins with the clear statement 
that Satan — not God — brought disaster and suffering upon Job. 


Now, God and Satan are not in partnership. They do not work together. Yet, God can 
use the trouble Satan brings as a means of disciplining us. If we maintain a positive mental 
and spiritual attitude, suffering and trials can tap hidden reserves of strength within us. 


| think of the great American historian, Francis Parkman, who suffered acutely for 
the greater part of his life. He could not work more than five minutes at a time. His eyesight 
was so wretched he could only scrawl in large letters. 


Milton wrote Paradise Lost after he 
became blind. Louis Pasteur was _ partly 
paralyzed and under constant threat of 
apoplexy. Florence Nightingale reorganized 
the hospitals in England while too ill to move 
from her bed. Beethoven composed much of 
his music while deaf. 


The lives of these people are just part 
of the evidence that pain can confer 
endurance and singleness of purpose. It can 
bring increased sympathy and understanding 
of others. Even though Satan brings trouble in 
order to weaken our will and destroy our . 
commitment to God, God can see us through and make us better men and women. 


Beyond an Explanation 


At the end of Job’s book we read a series of questions God is asking Job — and every 
one of them was most difficult. Questions about His work and nature. About dawn and 
darkness, sea, snow, stars and seasons. About birds and animals with their unerring, 
uncanny instincts. About creation and death. 


Through this questions God was saying, “What do you know about life? How do you 
explain these many mysteries? Don’t you see that | care and sustain and guide? That | know 
what I’m doing? 


If we pause long enough to see how the universe operates in an unfailing, 
unbelievably complex way, then can we doubt that there is an all-powerful God? Hardly. 
And if God can handle the universe, surely we can trust Him to handle our small world and 
our lives. 


In fact, that is the explanation for pain and suffering that goes beyond any other 
explanation. We may not understand the why of trials and troubles, but we can trust God 
because He loves us and He is all-powerful. 


In fact, we can trust Him to do what no one else could ever do — take the most 
difficult situation, the one designed by Satan to turn us from God and destroy our faith, and 
make it work for our best good. That’s what God can do. That is what He will do for you. 


God is with you in your suffering and pain. You are not alone. Jesus showed this 
while on earth. He endured hardship and hunger, deprivation and deceit, pain and 
persecution. He understands what we are up against, and He wants to help us. His death on 
the cross, the cruelest of all deaths, shows us once and for all. 


Jesus’ death also signaled the future end of pain ... forever! His death and 
resurrection sounded the death knell for Satan, the creator of pain and suffering. When 


Jesus returns to this earth, He will end all sorrow, crying, pain and death (Revelation 21:4). 
And we have His word that affliction and suffering shall not arise a second time (Nahum 
1:9). 


No matter how much you suffered, how much you may be suffering now, hold on 
the promises of Jesus. He will strengthen you and see you through any kind of trouble. And 
as you place your trust in Him, you can be sure that soon you will be in God’s new and 
perfect world where suffering will never be known. 


